DAILY BIBLE STUDIES 

"WHAT IT MEANS TO BE ‘CHOSEN BY GOD’ ” – Part 1   

1 PETER 1:1-2

JUNE 4 - 10, 2006

THE LORD'S DAY – This week we begin our verse by verse study of 1 Peter and, Lord willing, for the next couple of weeks, we are going to look at the first two verses of this epistle.  The apostle Peter begins his letter by diving deep into some profound theological issues, namely “election” or “being chosen by God.”  This topic is very controversial to some people who seem unwilling to take God at His Word when He says He is the One who is sovereign in all things, including salvation.  I pray this will both encourage and challenge you to deeply study God’s Word.  Read 1 Peter 1:1-2. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today? 

Suggestion for prayer: Ask the sovereign Lord to teach you from His Word this week.

MONDAY – In verse 1 we find Peter introduces himself to his readers as an “apostle of Jesus Christ.”  We learned last week about Peter and his election, not only as a saint (a believer), but also as a disciple and apostle who was appointed such by Christ Himself.  Peter addresses this letter to the “pilgrims” of the Dispersion in various locations.  The Greek word here for “pilgrims” is the word “parepidemos” which means “an alien, stranger, resident foreigner sojourning in a strange place.”  The people he was writing to were strangers dispossessed in a land not their own.  All believers are in this category, for we are not “at home” in this earth, but rather citizens of an eternal city.  Read Philippians 3:20, Hebrews 11:8-10, 13:13-14. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Ask the Lord to help you live in such a way that reflects this great reality-- that this temporal, sinful world is not your home.

TUESDAY – Continuing with yesterdays teaching, we read in verse 1 that Peter points out that his letter is specifically to the churches in 5 areas located in modern day Turkey.  He says these pilgrims are of the “Dispersion”.  When the Greek language uses the definite article “the” with the word “dispersion” in Scripture the technical reference is to the scattering of Jews throughout the world (i.e. John 7:35, James 1:1).  But here in 1 Peter there is NO definite article in the Greek, so we understand this scattering to be a general reference to spiritual pilgrims, Jews and Gentiles who were believers in Christ in various geographical locations.  The one fact we need to understand is that the people Peter was writing to were believers, part of the true Church, who were aliens in this world.  Jesus spoke of how Christians should act concerning this world and its passing, temporary “things”.  Read Matthew 6:19-21, 1 John 2:15-17 and ask yourself “Am I a stranger in this world?” 
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Ask God to help you be a person who is saturated with a love for Him and Godliness and to help you turn away from the temporary “loves” of this passing world. 

WEDNESDAY – Verse 2 in the NKJV introduces the word which we will spend the rest of the week looking at.  The word is “elect”.  Peter calls these scattered, persecuted pilgrims and strangers the elect of God.  The Greek word is “eklektos” which means “picked out, chosen, elect.”  This beautiful word comes from the word “eklegoma” which means “to select, make choice, choose.”  This doctrine (teaching) of election, or God’s choice of those who are saved, is what gives so many people heartburn.  We will look at it more closely tomorrow, but for now read these passages which speak of God electing various people throughout Scripture.  Read Deuteronomy 7:6, Psalm 105:43, 135:4, and John 15:16, 19.  We will see clearly in Scripture that God is sovereign in all things including the election/choice of those who are His and those who receive His saving grace. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: If you are one of the elect, praise God for His saving grace.  If you are in doubt, plead with God in repentance of sin to grant you His saving faith.   

THURSDAY – In Ephesians 1:1-6 we find the apostle Paul opens his letter to the saints in Ephesus with the same wonderful doctrine of election.  Specifically in verse 4 we read that God has “chosen” us in Him before the foundation 

of the world…   Here Paul uses the word “eklegomai” which says that God selected and made the choice of His elect before the creation of the world.  This verb is in the “aorist middle voice.”  The aorist middle voice represents “non-continuous action by the subject as acting upon Himself or concerning Himself” (Greek Grammatical Notations by Spiros Zodhiates).  The subject here is God, and God, without any influence but Himself and His own decree, chose those who would be His in salvation. 

 What principles in these verses are applicable to my life today?  

Suggestion for prayer: God, I praise You that You alone are sovereign and I thank You for Your grace in granting me Your salvation. 

FRIDAY – As Peter continues, he says these saints are the “elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father.”  This word “prognosis” from “proginosko” is also used in verse 20 in speaking of Christ being “foreordained” as the means of securing redemption for sinners through Himself.  In both verses, the word DOES NOT mean God was merely aware of what was going to happen, but it clearly states that God predetermined the plan in His knowledge.  God planned for Christ to be the Savior and Christians to be the saved ones, He didn’t just “know” what would happen.  All things were ordained by Him.  He controls everything.  This is why God is God, and we are but mortal, sinful creatures.  His knowledge is above man’s and His ways beyond ours.  Read the following verses speaking of God’s “foreknowledge” and His predetermined, unalterable plan.  Jeremiah 1:5, Amos 3:2, Matthew 7:23, Romans 8:29, Acts 2:23. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Dear God, we praise You and thank You and love you for Your amazing grace! 

SATURDAY – I would like to close this week by giving you a hymn written by Augustus M. Toplady (1740-1778), “A Debtor to Mercy Alone”.  Meditate on these words and read Philippians 1:6. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Dear God, help us to truly know You and to love You and glorify You forever, Amen.

A Debtor to Mercy Alone

By Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-1778

A debtor to mercy alone

Of covenant mercy I sing;

Nor fear, with Thy righteousness on,

My person and off’ring to bring.

The terrors of law and of God

With me can have nothing to do;

My Savior’s obedience and blood

Hide all my transgressions from view.

The work which His goodness began

The arm of His strength will complete;

His promise is yea and amen,

And never was forfeited yet.

Things future, nor things that are now,

Not all things below or above,

Can make Him His purpose forgo,

Or sever my soul from His love.

My name from the palms of His hands

Eternity will not erase;

Impressed on His heart it remains,

In marks of indelible grace;

Yes, I to the end shall endure,

As sure as the earnest is giv’n;

More happy, but not more secure,

The glorified spirits in heav’n.
